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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 
International Congress of Tuberculosis. 

Following are the contents of a letter, dated December 26, 1907, 
sent by the Surgeon-General to State, county, and municipal health 
officers : 

The prevention of tuberculosis is engaging the increasing attention 
of public health authorities and philanthropists throughout the 
world. There is certainly no more important public health question 
demanding the activities of sanitary officers at the present time, and 
it is desirable that our people generally recognize its importance and 
enlist in the campaign against tuberculosis. The diffusion of knowl- 
edge with respect to the disease is no doubt one of the most important 
measures that can be instituted by public health officials. With the 
view to this end, an international congress on tuberculosis will be held 
in Washington, D. C, September 21 to October 12, 1908. At this con- 
gress all phases of the problem will be considered, a number of emi- 
nent specialists from abroad having signified their intention to par- 
ticipate in the deliberations. 

Section VI will be devoted to the national, State, and municipal 
control of the disease, and it is urged that all public health officials 
attend its session, participate in the benefits to be derived from dis- 
cussions of the governmental responsibilities and activities, and as 
a result be better prepared to assist in a systematic campaign against 
the disease throughout the country. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Cal. — Status of plague — Plague-pre- 
vention work. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports for the week ended Janu- 
ary 25 : 

SAN FBANCISCO, CAL. 

Sick inspected 75 

Dead inspected 82 

Necropsies held 6 

Premises inspected 6, 758 

Houses" disinfected 43 
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February 7, 1908 144 

Houses destroyed 9 

Buildings condemned 10 

Nuisances abated 862 

Rats found dead 155 

Rats trapped __, 5, 334 

Rats identified: 

Mus decumanus 4,916 

Mus rattus 136 

Mus musculus 238 

Mus alexandrus 1 

Total 5, 291 

Bounty rats received 3, 791 

Total rat catch 5,489 

Rats examined bacteriologically 1, 612 

Rats infected with Bacillus pestis 14 

Poisons placed 253, 734 

Dr. Blue further reports plague-prevention work at Oakland, Point 

Richmond, and Emeryville, Cal., carried out during the week ended 
January 18: 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Sick inspected 256 

Dead inspected 32 

Premises inspected 3, 148 

Houses disinfected 16 

Nuisances abated : 392 

Rats found dead 81 

Rats trapped 2, 175 

Bounty rats received 61 

Poisons placed 48, 395 

Notices served 166 

Ships inspected 22 

Ships fumigated 1 

POINT RICHMOND, CAL. 

Sick inspected 10 

Dead inspected 15 

Premises inspected 143 

Nuisances abated 42 

Rats found dead 48 

Rats trapped 254 

Poisons placed 4,200 

EMERYVILLE. 

Sick inspected 2 

Premises inspected 39 

Nuisances abated 1 

Rats found dead , : 95 

Rats trapped * 167 

Poisons placed 2, 431 

Outgoing quarantine transactions. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Hobdy reports, January 28 : 

Week ended January 18 : 

Vessels disinfected and certified 50 

Vessels certified 38 

Week ended January 25 : 

Vessels disinfected and certified 54 

Vessels certified 43 



